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1 8. (Currently Amended) A plasma etching apparatus comprising a chuck for 

2 retaining a substrate and a focus ring set, at least one of said chuck and said focus ring 

3 set formed of a material that includes oxygen therein such that said oxygen is released 

4 when an etching operation is carried out, said focus ring set including an upper focus 

5 ring that laterally surrounds said chuck and a lower focus ring disposed completely 

6 below said upper focus ring and directly underneath a periphjpfotoqrtion of said chuck 
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